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called La Colombiere, near Poncin, Ain. The chief engraving repre-
sents a man on his back with right hand raised, and the headless body
of a woman standing. The subject was revived by a lecture in France,
and was treated as a new discovery by one of the reporters present;
but an account of the find was given in the Illustrated London News
of ist November 1913.

The Piltdown Skull.—In the December issue of L'Anthropologie
(xxx, p. 394) Professor Boule of Paris, who communicated a paper
on the skull and jaw of Piltdown to the French Institute of Anthropo-
logy, is reported as follows: The skull differs in no important point
from that of modern man; the mandible, on the other hand, is that of a
chimpanzee. Eoanthropus is therefore a composite being. This opinion
was at first expressed with some reserve, but after the labours of the
American mammal experts, Messrs. Miller and Gregory, the question
seems definitely settled on these lines. The fragments of skull are
certainly ancient, but it is difficult to fix their geological date, because
the bed in which they were found is quite superficial, and may have
been disturbed at various periods. Further details may be found in
his recent volume, Les Homines fossiles: elements de paleontologie
huntaine,

Cissbtiry Camp.—It is good news for archaeologists that the National
Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is in treaty
for the purchase of Cissbury, the well-known entrenchment on the
South Downs three miles north of Worthing, that several excavations
since General Pitt-Rivers's first attempt in 1867 have shown to be
rich in relics of the Stone Age. In view of recent developments else-
where, it is felt that further investigation of this site would be of
interest, and it may be anticipated that under the new control
excavation will be strictly regulated but not forbidden. The earth-
works have been proved later than the flint-mines, but how much later
is a question that only the spade can decide. This beautiful stretch
of down, 600 ft. above the sea, can be acquired in the public interest
for ;£2,000, and it is hoped that Fellows of this Society as well as
readers of the Journal will signify their approval of the scheme by
sending subscriptions to the Secretary. National Trust, 25 Victoria
Street, S.W. 1.

Excavations at St. Albans Abbey.—During the autumn of last year
excavations on the site of the chapter-house of St. Albans Abbey
were undertaken in the Dean's garden by the St. Albans and Herts.
Architectural and Archaeological Society. It is known from the
Gesta Abbatum Saudi Albani that the chapter-house built by Paul
de Caen, the first Norman abbot (1077-93), was rebuilt by Robert de
Gorham (1151-66). This building was repaired by John de Wheat-
hampstead in his second abbacy (1452-65), and the work was continued
by William Wallingford (1476-92), who spent very large sums upon it.
The chapter-house was in the usual position on the east side of the
cloister, south of the south transept. A portion of the west wall was
found under the western boundary wall of the Deanery garden, and the
western part of the south wall, showing a well-cut flint face and


